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I think this book is much like Marketplace on NPR. Syed Ali,
an associate professor of sociology at LIU Brooklyn and expert
in issues of migration and ethnic identity, has written an
engaging book about the motley mix of native Emiratis, expats,
and neo-serfs who populate the Dubai: Gilded Cage playground
of Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. Return to Book Page.
Inthisenormouslyreadablebook,SyedAlidelvesbeneaththedazzlingsurfacetoanalyzehow—andatwhatcost—Dubaihasachieved
The quality is lacking. To ask other readers questions about
Dubaiplease sign up. As it stands, the chapters wander and the
majority of his sources are interviews and periodicals, from
which he makes what appear to be a lot of generalizations
though no Though helpful, I find it hard to believe that this
is a Dubai: Gilded Cage written by an academic and published
by Yale University Press.
JohanEkstedtrateditreallylikeditApr10,Ali brings alive a
society rigidly divided between expatriate Westerners living
self-indulgent lifestyles on short-term work visas, native
Emiratis who are largely passive observers and beneficiaries
of what Dubai has become, and workers from the developing
world who provide the manual labor and domestic Dubai: Gilded
Cage needed to keep the emirate running, often at great
personal cost. I did enjoy the quotes he gleaned from his
interviews, and for a quick read, it's a worthwhile primer for
understanding the culture of Dubai.
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